BSPA ARTICLE FOR THE BUCKDEN ROUNDABOUT – OCTOBER 2009
The BSPA AGM will be held on Tuesday 20th October starting at 7pm in the Buckden Surgery.  These are very worrying times for patients in this area with the imposition of a Darzi Clinic in St Neots and growing concern about the future of Hinchingbrooke Hospital being of direct relevance to all.  It really is important for us all to be informed about the changes that will have a direct impact on the way our healthcare is to be delivered in the future.  Our AGM is an opportunity for you to participate when Dr Irwin will be giving an update on developments.

A reminder!  The annual Flu Jab day at the Buckden and Little Paxton Surgeries will be on Saturday 10th October between 8am and 1pm and the format will be the same as last year.   Please book your appointment at the Surgery.     Swine Flu vaccination details will be displayed in the Surgery and on the Website as soon as our Doctors know the plans.

With the arrival of Dr Plimmer, our surgery needs an extra Consulting Room and so over the next few weeks, alterations will be made to the old Physio room to provide one, and the chance taken to do some maintenance work on an outside wall - the work will not inconvenience patients.  Also, Denise our new Dispenser will join us this month and we hope she will enjoy being part of the Surgery team.
And so, back to St Neots where, despite overwhelming opposition, we are to be given a Darzi Clinic.   For those like me who have been closely involved in this rather depressing charade, it comes as no surprise - there never really was going to be any debate!   The decision was imposed by the government and Cambridgeshire NHS to their shame in my view, wasted a great deal of public money in trying to validate an enterprise which failed all evidence based tests and made a mockery of democracy; it is due to open in mid-November.  I note the CEO of the Cambridgeshire NHS, the final arbiter of this decision, leaves this post at the end of the year.  Wise man.

Primary Care Trusts [PCT] were originally established to make healthcare delivery more relevant to local needs and to be closer to the patients and communities they served.   In 2004, Huntingdonshire PCT was acknowledged to be efficient, innovative and successful indeed, an independent survey rated it in joint 11th place out of 264 PCTs.  In 2005 plans announced by the government grandly titled ‘Ensuring a Patient-led NHS’ proposed that the Hunts PCT be amalgamated with Cambridgeshire PCT or be amalgamated with the  Cambridgeshire PCT and Peterborough.  Retaining our own successful PCT was never an option and it was never included in the ‘Consultation’ document.  Enlargement, which of course was pushed through, was claimed to deliver economies of scale despite a huge body of evidence from independent sources to the contrary, and very real fears about the erosion of local services.  There was a campaign to save the Hunts PCT in which I was involved, but in a manner starkly reminiscent of the response to our concerns about the Darzi Clinic these concerns were contemptuously brushed aside by an army of well paid apparently unaccountable bureaucrats able with impunity to impose untested and major changes to the way in which Primary Care is delivered.  It was always suspected it would have an adverse affect on Hinchingbrooke Hospital.  It did, and now there are suggestions the contract to run it will go out to franchise.  More on this in my next letter.  
Sue Paul
