BSPA ARTICLE FOR THE BUCKDEN ROUNDABOUT – JANUARY 2010

A very Happy New Year and a big thank you to all who supported our Christmas Mincepie and Coffee morning, it was thoroughly enjoyable.  Despite it being intended as a purely social occasion, we raised £100 for BSPA funds and your generosity is very much appreciated.

Thank you also, to all who donated prizes and bought tickets for the Surgery’s annual fundraiser in aid of Magpas.  The event raised £625 to support their invaluable and life saving work.

Dr Steffes went on 6 months Maternity Leave at the end of January and we look forward to hearing of the safe arrival of her baby.   Her replacement for this time will be Dr Helen Williams and we hope she will enjoy her time at Buckden Surgery.

Dr Tom Plimmer, having completed his 6 months GP training experience at Buckden leaves us on 2nd February to take up an appointment at Hinchingbrooke Hospital and we wish him well.  To replace him later in February, we welcome the next trainee GP to the team, Dr Hemisha Amin.
Last, but by no means least in this section, it is wonderful to see Michaela back – she has been much missed.

Some time ago and to general approval, the Government announced it was giving money to NHS Authorities to support that remarkable, self-sacrificing band of dedicated Carers who do so much for friends and family – a truly worthy cause.   Unlike the huge sums ring-fenced for the imposition of unproven, unnecessary Darzi Clinics in every PCT area, this vital allocation of modest financial resources to Carers was not ring-fenced.   Sadly, it is no surprise to find that it has frequently failed to reach those whom it was supposed to benefit.
Now we have a new initiative from Cambridgeshire County Council who has allocated funds to support GP Practices to establish an Enhanced Contract for Carers Service.   Training will begin soon and Wilma will be responsible for coordinating the scheme and liaising with Carers in our area.  If you are a Carer, please do let our Surgery Receptionists know so that you can be told of developments and of the benefits this service can offer you.

Finally to say there has been some revolutionary ‘outside the box’ and ‘blue sky thinking’ going on!  A Government body is considering the possibility that a Clinician with a wealth of patient experience, might, just might be better equipped to manage a Hospital rather than a pure businessman or woman.  Re-inventing the wheel?

Sue Paul
