BSPA ARTICLE FOR THE BUCKDEN ROUNDABOUT – JULY 2010

Please take time to read this very important letter as it concerns us all, as patients. A consultation is being held by the General Practitioners Committee on the future of general practice and how realistically, expectations can be met, bearing in mind the hugely increased demand for services, rising levels of patient expectation and the changes to practice structures imposed by the previous government.   In addition, an extremely serious economic position must inevitably force some very difficult decisions about healthcare priorities at the PCT level.  It is unclear how present levels of expenditure can be sustained.   We are being asked our opinions on four key issues:
· the evolving practice team

· getting a suitable appointment
· out of hours care and treatment

· coordination and continuity of care in the modern NHS
The information obtained will be used to inform decisions taken about the development and delivery of Primary Care for the next generation.   To be involved in this process you can go to the website www.strikingabalance.co.uk or you can give me a ring on 811650.   We hope to arrange a meeting to discuss priorities and conclusions before the consultation ends on 10th September.

Moving on now to the Out-of-Hours Service where again some feedback is needed.  In its zeal to allegedly cut costs, NHS Cambridgeshire did not renew the successful HuntsDoc contract but awarded a new contract to Urgent Care Cambridgeshire (UCC) who now cover a hugely expanded area of Cambridgeshire as well as Cambridge itself.  Lacking local knowledge they had hoped to recruit former HuntsDoc GPs, however these doctors have been reluctant to join such a Cambridge-orientated, large and faceless organization.   As a member of the Huntingdon Patient Congress, I have volunteered to be one of 3 people to meet with UCC at regular intervals to give them patient feedback – good or bad.   Do please give me any information you feel would be helpful to UCC and future patients – it can be anonymous if you wish.   Your BSPA works hard on your behalf but to be fully effective it is essential that we get to hear of your experiences and your views, do please give me a ring on 811650 if you can help.
There remains a complete lack of clarity about how the 3 remaining private Companies propose to run Hinchingbrooke Hospital whilst making a profit for their shareholders and simultaneously dealing with the historic debt they will inherit.   At the Stakeholders Panel meeting recently even the bidders themselves seemed to be muzzled by the Tendering Rules, whilst NHS Managers brushed penetrating questions aside with the catch-all phrase ‘that information is commercially sensitive’.  Unfortunately I have heard this all before with depressing regularity.
Onto some local Surgery news. We heartily congratulate Dr Irwin on running the London Marathon in 3 hours and 50 minutes whilst raising £1,480 for the Childhood Cancer Charity – both these numbers represent a really splendid achievement – well done!

Jane Bond is returning as one of our practice Nurses, replacing Teresa who has now left us.  We wish Teresa well and welcome Jane back at the end of June, after a 6 year absence.

The proposal to extend the Car Park is proving trickier than expected.  In order to maximize the area, posts are going to be put up to identify each space.   It is hoped this will improve availability – and improve my parking skills!

Finally, the Surgery is to provide more information about training Days, Flu Jab days and Health awareness issues, etc.   If you would like to have access to this then please look at the new pages on www.bandlp.co.uk  after 1st July and click on the relevant tab.

Sue Paul. 

