BSPA ARTICLE FOR THE BUCKDEN ROUNDABOUT – JULY 2008
I’m pleased to say that there has been welcome improvement to our surgery nurse staffing levels.   Therese Ward has joined the Practice Nurse team and Heidi Bland the District Nurse team as a Staff Nurse and she will work full time.  They are both much needed and most welcome and we hope their stay will be both long and enjoyable.   Our Health Visitor has yet to be replaced.

The doctors and the Practice Manager would like to thank all patients who co-operated with forbearance and good humour during the week the computer server was being changed.  Thanks to them and the staff, the changeover went with a minimum of fuss and disruption.

There is a new Clinic starting at the Buckden Surgery called Drink Sense, it will operate from 0930 to 1115am on alternate Thursdays the first one being on 12th July   The clinic will offer an opportunity for people who feel they need advice or support on any alcohol related issue.  No doctor referral is needed and you can book an appointment independently through Reception and this service is confidential.  Pamphlets are also available from the Reception desk. 

Your Patient Association is also planning an evening meeting whose focus is to be about Carers.  We hope to have at least two speakers for the event which will take place on one Wednesday in September – more details in my next letter.

Patients visiting the Surgery recently will have been aware of a Petition in support of our GPs and against the very questionable introduction of Polyclinics about which I have written in previous letters.  But many people remain unaware of them and perhaps have no conception of their potentially devastating impact on rural surgeries.  These polyclinics represent a seismic change to general Practice and to the NHS.  I would also remind you they are being pushed through by the Government without any robust parliamentary debate and without detailed audits as to their ability to deliver the high levels of excellent care that we currently receive from our GPs.  These changes represent the greatest threat to the standard of Primary Care since the inception of the NHS – patient care will be sacrificed to an untried and untested experiment.
Over the following months, meetings are being held by the Primary Care Trust to consult with local people and to listen to their views.  This however is just a paper exercise to justify a decision already taken at the instigation of the government.

These clinics are attracting the attention of many private companies who will run them for profit with no guarantee of professional continuity and will inevitably lead to a reduction in the standard of patient care and the closure of hundreds of surgeries throughout England.   

In a further significant development, The Kings Fund which is a hundred-year old independent charitable foundation working to improve health matters generally, produced on 5th June what is probably the most detailed analysis of Polyclinics so far.   Having studied data from polyclinics here and their equivalent abroad, it has concluded there is absolutely no evidence to suggest any benefits to patients in rural areas – indeed the reverse is true.  Patient care in rural areas such as ours will become more fragmented and because polyclinics with a greater concentration of GPs will serve a much larger area, access, especially for the sick and elderly and mothers with young children, will be more difficult.  The report also demonstrates there will be no financial savings but that indeed they will be more expensive to run.

In conclusion the report states unequivocally there should be “no Government compulsion on local NHS organizations to follow this centrally dictated model of care”.   
So why, I wonder, are we having the St Neots polyclinic forced onto us?  

Sue Paul
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