BSPA ARTICLE FOR THE BUCKDEN ROUNDABOUT – DECEMBER 2009
Please remember our annual Coffee and Mince pie morning on Wednesday 2nd December at the Methodist Hall between 10 and 12 o’clock.  Come and enjoy a relaxing social morning where everyone will be made most welcome.
Thank you to everyone who supported our AGM on 20th October, it was encouraging to see so many people there.
Our congratulations to Dr Steffes who is expecting a baby in March, she will be going on maternity leave in February and our doctors are in the process of appointing another doctor to cover her absence.

Seasonal Flu Jab day went with its customary efficiency, already over 70% of patients over 65 have been vaccinated and the Surgery hopes to achieve at least their usual 80%.  If you are entitled but have not yet been, do enquire at Reception.

On now to the Swine Flu situation.  This is a more complicated process because the vaccine comes in batches of 10 which have to be used within 24 hours.  The Surgery will first be contacting all high-priority groups between the ages of six months and 65yrs, for example pregnant women and those whose immune systems are compromised, to attend special vaccination clinics.  Subsequently, other groups will be contacted; this is a Government directive and so is different from the Seasonal flu programme.
The Surgery bookstall has now raised an astonishing £4,100 since Shirley Wimbleton started it in January 2007.  We are enormously grateful for her sterling work in ensuring it is always of such a high standard and looks fresh and inviting.  Many thanks also to Bob Young our Practice Manager who keeps a day-to-day eye on it.  Last, but very importantly, thank you to all the people who so generously donate and buy books - without you it could never be the success it is.  Please do continue supporting us, you make such a difference.   The proceeds this year went towards the purchase of 10 more Blood Pressure Monitors for use by patients at home, replacing the older models which were well past their prime.  We also bought a new Defibrillator to replace the previous very expensive and unused one!  Government policy changed on the way in which they are used, which rendered the ‘old’ one obsolete.   During November and December the Bookstall will be replaced by our usual Raffle and the proceeds will go to Magpas.  If you would like to donate a gift, please take it to the Surgery but above all, please buy a ticket!  Magpas is such a vital service and really does save lives locally.
We urgently need more volunteer drivers from Buckden and the Offords willing to transport patients to and from the Buckden Surgery, especially so as we approach winter when the need is greater.  If you feel you could spare a few hours each month and would like to help, please contact Lorraine Toogood on (01480) 811352 for more details.  This is such a valuable local service and it is ideal for someone who is retired and would like to have some community involvement.

NHS Cambridgeshire invites patients to complete yet another Survey.  This one concerns the Out of Hours GP service in our County and copies are available in the Surgery.   Currently this is provided by 4 separate bodies; we have HuntsDoc staffed by local doctors who know the area and how to access the care that patients need.  Alas, in an age where bigger equates to better and local needs are subordinate, it has been decided that there should be only one organization with overall County responsibility.  The Survey is of course disguised to appear to offer an improved and seamless service and implies we can influence the final decision.  My close association with the process to open the new St Neots Clinic has produced a profound disenchantment and a conviction that we are impotent to affect decisions already made – but boxes have to be ticked!  As I write, one of the 4 potential providers has had its contract withdrawn by the NHS for its many service delivery failures; perhaps this is a timely reminder of how much we should value our own HuntsDoc service?
As in previous years there will not be a letter in the January issue, but our doctors, surgery staff and your BSPA Committee wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and an enjoyable, healthy New Year.

Sue Paul
